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Friday 14th January 2022 

Firstly, I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and welcome you all back. I know that many 
of our families were affected by Covid 19 in some way during the Christmas period and may not have 
had quite the Christmas that they had hoped for but I do hope that you all managed to enjoy some 
family time and celebrate Christmas in some way. 
 
Unfortunately, Covid-19 is still with us and is again affecting us at Two Village. We have now had a 
number of confirmed cases in pupils and staff since the return to school and it has been a challenging 
couple of weeks without Mrs Reynolds in the office. I would like to thank all of our children and their 
families for being so patient and understanding with Mrs Massey and I as we have tried to run the 
office in Mrs Reynold’s asbence. I would also like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful staff who 
have been such a great help since the start of the new term. Various members of staff have covered 
additional lunch and playground duties, supported in the office and covered for other members of 
staff in classrooms. We are very lucky to have such a fantastic team at Two Village. 
 

Two Village Speaking Competition 
We are very much looking forward to our first Speaking Competition Final  
which will be held this half term on Thursday 10th February. Finalists will have  
the next few weeks to perfect their presentations  and will perform these in  
front of the rest of the school. Unfortunately, unless the number of staff/pupils  
testing positive for Covid-19 decreases, it is likely that the competition will  
need to be held virtually. Families of the finalists will receive an invitation to  
attend the competition in the next couple of weeks. 
 

Diner Day 
On Thursday 20th January there will be change to the planned menu for school dinners as we will be 
holding another themed dinner day as it is Census Day. We will be turning the hall into an American 
Diner, where we will be serving hot dogs and wedges, as well as  
pancakes and milkshakes. Children who are having a school dinner  
on this day will also automatically be entered into our Diner Day  
competition. Pictures of hot dogs will be hidden on several trays in the 
hall. If a child receives one of these trays, they will win a small prize. 
 

Local Schools Board 
At the end of the year, the Chair of our Local Schools Board, Carole Adams, retired. We are sad to be 
saying goodbye to Carole and are grateful for the support that she provided for Two Village during her 
time as the Chair of our current Local Schools Board and as a member of the Interim Board that was 
in place when we first joined the Vine Schools Trust. Our new Chair, who was an existing member of 
our Local Schools Board, is Charlotte Little. Charlotte is a very experienced Local Schools Board 
member and is already the Chair of another Board within the Vine Schools Trust. As well as being our 
Chair, she is also the Local Schools Board member repsonsible for Safeguarding.  

 
Clubs 
Musical Theatre Club will start next week (Monday 17th January). All other clubs for the Spring Term 
will be organised when Mrs Reynolds returns to school next week. 
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Reading Race 
Today, we have launched our Two Village Reading Race. We have sent home book lists for each year 
group today so that the children can start working towards reading four of the recommended books 
from their list each half term. These lists will also be shared on our website. We know that the children 
may not have the recommended books at home and although some of the books on the lists can be 
borrowed from the school library, we would encourage the children to also make use of the local 
library to find some of the titles. We are currently in the process of identifying which books we will 
need to add to our library and hope to purchase as many of these as we can. Children’s achievements 
will be celebrated and certificates will be awarded termly, as well as at the end of each school year. 

 
Perseverance 
Every half term, we focus on one of our core Christian values. This half term we will be focusing on 
perseverance. We will be exploring this value through collective worship, as well as through work in 
classrooms in different areas of the curriculum. In Year 3 and Year 4 the children will be considering 
how important perseverance is when people are faced with challenging situations. They will be doing 
this through their topic in which they will be exploring the question ‘Is it ok to fail?’ In Year 5 and Year 
6, the children will be learning about the challenges that humans face as a result of natural disasters 
and will be exploring the question ‘What is responsible for poverty?’ In Year 1 and 2 the children will 
be learning about different cultures around the world and will be considering what challenges people 
face when they are different to others and how they might need to persevere to feel included or 
accepted, as they think about their question ‘Is it ok to be different?’  
 
Uniform for PE 
Following on from the letter that was sent home today about PE kits, please could we ask children 
who wear tights to school to ensure that they have a pair of socks in their PE kit so that they can 
remove their tights for PE.  

 
Skills Builder 
The children learnt a lot about speaking and listening during the Autumn Term through our work on 
the Skills Builder programme. This half term, they will be focusing on two new areas. This week, they 
started their work on ‘Aiming High’ and in February they will be starting work on the next skill ‘Staying 
Positive.’  
 
To enable parents/carers to support their children with their work on developing essential skills, Skills 
Builder have developed something called Homezone - https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone. This 
is an online platform that enables parents/carers to access materials that will enable them to support 
their children’s development of the eight essential skills that we are working on in school. The site 
provides information about the skills, as well as activities, suggested books and skills challenges which 
will all support the work that we are doing in school. You may want to revisit the two skills that we 
have already covered this year (Listening and Speaking) or you may want to start by looking at our 
current skill, which is Aiming High. 
 
In addition to the launch of Homezone, to encourage the children to apply their skills in a variety of 
contexts, including at home, we have decided to introduce a termly Skills and Values Home Challenge. 
Next week a sheet will be sent home (both paper and electronic versions will be shared) which will 
provide spaces for you to record ways in which your child has demonstrated some of the essential 
skills that they have been learning about, as well as our core Christian values. Parents/carers, as well 
as other family members, can share in the boxes provided what their child has done to demonstrate 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homezone
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a particular skill or value. The boxes can be used for adults to comment in or/and photos can be added. 
If a child manages to demonstrate all of the skills and values in a term, they will receive a certificate. 

 
Healthy Snacks 
Following on from the message sent out last week, we would like to remind everyone that we are a 
Healthy School and therefore children should not bring crisps, sweets and chocolates to school to eat 
at breaktime.  

 
Careers Week 
To enable our Key Stage 2 children to learn about the wide variety of careers that they might want to 
pursue in the future, we are hoping to hold a Careers Week later this term. To help us make this 
successful, we will be looking for some volunteers to visit school or record a short video/speak to the 
children virtually about their job. We would like to share information about a wide variety of jobs with 
the children so that we can provide them with a well balanced view of the different types of job 
opportunities available to them. If you would like to volunteer to particpate in our Careers Week by 
sharing information about your work, please contact the school office and we will provide further 
information on this. 

 
Car Park 
Please could we again remind all parents/carers that the staff car park should only be used by staff 
and should never be used by pedestrians or vehicles belonging to parents/carers. The paths in place 
around the school site are intended to be used to keep everyone safe and prevent children and adults 
from having to walk through the car park. Our risk assessment for the car park states that pedestrian 
access is not permitted so please could we ask that this is adhered to at all times to ensure everyone’s 
safety. 
 

New Teaching Assistant 
Today we have welcomed our new Early Years Teaching Assistant, Miss Smart. We are very pleased to 
welcome her to the Two Village team. 

 
 

 
Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 

 
Diary Dates 2022 

 
Date Event 

Thursday 10th February 2022 Speaking Competition Final 

Friday 11th February 2022 Last day of the first half of the Spring Term 

Week commencing 14th February 2022 Half Term 

Monday 21st February 2022 Pupils return to school for the second half of the Spring Term 

Friday 1st March 2022 End of the Spring Term 

Tuesday 19th April 2022 Start of the Summer Term 

Week commencing 30th May 2022 Half Term 

Monday 6th June 2022 Non Pupil Day 

Tuesday 7th June 2022 Children return to school for the second half of the Summer Term 

Wednesday 20th July 2022 Last day of term  

 


