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The children have all made a good start to the new half term and we have already enjoyed some 
successes this week.  
 

Beat the Street 
On Wednesday afternoon we received the good news that we 
were in first place against all of the other schools in Harwich  
in the Beat the Street challenge. Mrs Reynolds shared this  
information with everyone as soon as she found out so that  
the children could do their best to keep us in first place, as  
another school was just behind us. During the evening, we 
heard from a number of families who were working incredibly  
hard, right up until the last minute, on Wednesday night to  
help us to maintain first place. A huge well done to all of the  
children who took part in the challenge and particularly to 
those who were out on Wednesday evening trying to gain 
extra points for us. We found out yesterday that we eventually 
ended up in second place in the competition for average points scored, with 946,  only being beaten 
to first place by one point! We were also second place for the total points scored in the competition, 
scoring 155,220 points. By coming second on the average points leaderboard, we have won a £50 
book voucher and certificate. We have also won another £50 book voucher and certificate for coming 
second overall. Thank you and congratulations to everyone who took part and contributed to our 
success! 
A special well done also to Lucy Gooding-Matthews who assisted the organiser of the competition by 
helping to install the beat boxes and supporting the challenge. As a result, Lucy has been awarded 
with her own small prize by the organisers. Congratulations Lucy! 

 
Cross Country 
On Wednesday afternoon 6 children attended the local Cross Country competition held in Wix. Lucas 
Marques, Caitlin Harrison, Hollie Robertson, Libbi Brown, Callum Watson and Jake Jones formed the 
team for Two Village and did incredibly well in some quite cold and blustery conditions.  
Libbi Brown placed second overall in the girl’s event, whilst Jake Jones managed to get third in the 
boy’s overall. Well done to the whole team for representing Two Village so well and for such a 
successful outcome. 
Great job Team Two Village! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Some Two Village pupils doing beat the Street over 

half term 
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Covid-19 
We are continuing to exercise caution with our arrangements in school this half term, following the 
increase in cases of Covid-19 in pupils before the half term break. Phase bubbles will remain in place 
throughout the school day and worship will remain virtual or be held in separate classrooms for now. 
We will continue to keep you informed of any new positive cases of Covid-19 but would also urge you 
to ensure that you follow the advice given in the recent letter from the Local Authority which 
recommended that all children and their families should take a lateral flow test twice each week. 
 

E Safety  
This week, we have been made aware of a disturbing video on YouTube where children are being 
asked to do dangerous things by ‘Santa.’ We would urge all of our parents and carers to monitor their 
children’s use of technology carefully, particularly if they have unsupervised access to YouTube. 
 
Miss Thompson will be running an E Safety Parent Session for parents/carers on 24th November for 
anyone who would like to know more about how to keep their children safe online. The session will 
be held after school at 3.30 pm. We would urge anyone who is able to attend to do so. During this 
session we will share data from our annual E safety Survey that we have carried out this week. 
 

Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations will take place on Tuesday and Thursday evening next week. Teachers have been 
finalising appointments, based on your requirements, and you should have received these by today. 
We have not received responses about the parent consultations from all of our families and I know 
that teachers have been sending out reminders and speaking to parents since half term. If you were 
expecting an appointment but have not been given a time and a meeting link for this before Monday, 
please could you contact the school office or speak to your child’s class teacher to discuss this. 

 
Diversity Mark 
At Two Village, a key part of our vision is to provide our children with a well rounded view of the wider 
world around them to fully prepare them for life as an adult. We believe that diversity and inclusion 
are central to this. Our curriculum has been designed to provide many opportunities for our children 
to learn about other cultures and religions, as well as learn about inclusion and consider how equality 
can be achieved. Through worship, RSHE and our values, we teach the children regularly about 
respecting and valuing differences between people and how important it is to show compassion and 
tolerance towards everyone in God’s world. We celebrate the fact that we are all unique and through 
our vision that all things are possible for our children, we believe that all of our pupils at Two Village 
can achieve their dreams.  
To further improve our practice and outcomes at Two Village, we have joined the Diversity Mark 
Programme. As part of our work on this programme, we will be evaluating what we already do well at 
Two Village in terms of diversity and inclusion and looking at how we can develop this further. 

 
School Money 
As from Monday 8th November we will be using a new payment system called Schoolmoney.We will 
no longer be able to receive any money to pay for anything in school, including school dinners, 
breakfast club or trips. An email will be sent out today with your login details. Please ensure that any 
dinners or breakfast clubs are pre booked and paid for by midnight the night before they are required. 
Dinners and breakfast club for Monday next week will need to be booked and paid for by midnight on 
Sunday. All free school meals and universal infant free school meals will also need to be pre booked. 
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Terracyle 
You might remember that, just before the first lockdown in March 2020, we had embarked on our 
recycling journey and were about to introduce recycling bins to collect a number of items as a 
registered collection site for the Terracycle Programme. Unfortunately, as a result of the pandemic, 
we were unable to start our work on this and we have not been able to collect any recycling. However, 
we are now in a position to start collecting items this term which will enable us to raise funds for the 
school.  
 
Currently we are part of the following programmes: 

• Babybel packaging 

• Colgate and hello Oral Care packaging and toothbrushes 

• Hasbro toys and games 

• Kinder packaging 

• LOL packaging 

• Plastic ring carriers for drinks 
 
You may notice that some of the items that we were collecting have changed. Unfortunately, as we 
were unable to collect items or send any packages during the pandemic, some of the programmes 
that we were collecting items for have been cancelled so we have introduced some new ones. 
 
To find out more about exactly which items can be collected for each programme, please see the 
posters that are being sent out by email or/and visit our website. 
 
If you use any of the items listed above at home (or work), please feel free to start collecting these 
straight away and send them into school – the more we recycle, the more money we can raise. The 
Eco Committee will be labelling the recycling bins next week and we will then place these outside the 
school so that items can be placed in the correct bins at a time convenient to you. 
 
Once we start collecting lots of items, we may need some help in packaging these so that they can be 
sent off. If you think that you would be able to help with this later in the year, please let the school 
office know. 

 
Clubs 
All clubs will start next week. 
 

Learning Ambassadors 
This week, children in Years 2 to 6 have been invited to apply to become a Learning Ambassador for 
Two Village. The successful applicants will support Miss Herbert and I, as well as some of our other 
subject leaders in school, to monitor the quality of teaching and learning in different subjects and 
identify what we could do to improve our curriculum and learning across the school. To apply, children 
need to write a letter explaining why they would be a good Learning Ambassador. Letters should be 
handed in to class teachers by Friday 19th November. 
 

Tiny Rugby 
Tiny Rugby are providing another fantastic opportunity for children who receive FSM and low income 
working parents. They will be holding an after school club, starting next Tuesday, at the Park Pavilion 
between 4:30-6:00pm. During the session, children will take part in multi-sports activities and receive 
a nutritious meal. If you think that your child would be eligible to access these sessions and would like 
to book a space, please vist the Tiny Rugby School website www.tinyrugbyschool.co.uk  

http://www.tinyrugbyschool.co.uk/
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Non Pupil Day 
We would like to remind everyone that school will be closed for a non pupil day on Friday 26th 
November 2021. The children will return to school on Monday 29th November. 

 
Christmas Movie Night 
On Thursday 2nd December, we are holding a Movie Night after school for the children to raise some 
much needed funds for the school. Please see the flyer which was sent out this week and the message 
from Marvellous Me for full details about this. Flyers are available in the front entrance of the school. 
 

Local Schools Board 
At Two Village, we have a Local Schools Board (LSB) for local governance. This Board serves Two Village 
and two other local Vine schools. The role of an LSB member is really important in supporting the 
strategic direction of our schools. As a member of the board, the commitment would be to attend two 
meetings per term plus any training sessions. Meetings take place via Microsoft Teams at the moment 
due to Covid-19 restrictions. Outside of these meetings, you would be very welcome to attend as a 
guest at school events and on visits to see the schools in action. Please see the poster that you have 
received for further details or speak to us if you would like further information. If you, or anyone you 
know, is interested in registering your interest or finding out more about the role, please contact our 
Governance Lead, Tosca Boothman (tosca.boothman@dcvst.org). 
 

Community Board 
We are still looking for members of our Community Board. This Board, unlike the Local Schools Board, 
is specifically for Two Village and not any other schools. We now have a representative from the 
Church on our Community Board but It would be wonderful to have some parents/carers involved. 
Being a member of the Community Board is not as involved as a governor role and would involve three 
meetings each year and some visits to special events if you are available. Please speak to Miss Herbert 
or myself or contact the school office if you would be interested in joining our Board. 
 

Weather/Clothing 
Now that the weather is beginning to change and the days are getting colder, we would like to remind 
parents/carers to send their children into school with a coat and approriate clothing for the weather.  
Due to the change in weather, use of the school field at playtimes and lunchtimes is now limited. As 
the children still enjoy playing football during the winter, Key Stage 2 pupils will still have an 
opportunity to play on designated days during the week. Unfortunately, due to limited space and the 
greater level of supervision required for younger pupils, children in Key Stage 1 will not be able to play 
football during this period. However, other equipment is available during lunchtimes which can be 
used by all children.  
As the field can get incredibly muddy, children who want to play football on the field have been asked 
to bring a change of shoes/trousers to wear at lunchtime on their football days. If they do not have a 
change of clothes, they will unfortunately be unable to play football on the field. 
 
Monday – Year 3 and Year 5 
Tuesday – No football 
Wednesday – Year  4 
Thursday – Year 3 and Year 5 
Friday – Year 4   
        

 

mailto:tosca.boothman@dcvst.org
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Caretaker Vacancy 
We are currently looking for a practical and motivated person to join our team at Two Village for 15 
hours per week as our Caretaker.  
 
The successful candidate must: 
• be a hands-on individual who can develop and implement systems/procedures as  
               well as maintain current ones 
• be sympathetic to environmental concerns regarding the school and grounds 
• be able to implement risk assessments and any recommendations 
• contribute to projects and maintenance schedules 
• be practical, with good DIY skills  
• communicate well with parents, carers and members of staff, as well as pupils 
• have a sense of humour. 
 
For more details about this post, please visit Essex Schools Jobs or contact the school office. 
Applications can be made online or paper application forms are available from the school office. 
 
Closing Date: Tuesday 23rd November 12.00pm 
Interviews: Tuesday 30th November – there can be some flexibility with this date if required. 
 

Travelling Book Fair 
Another reminder that we will be hosting the Travelling Book Fair again. The Book Fair will be with us 
from 12th November until 18th November. More details about this will be provided next week. 
  

Children in Need 2021 
The new School Council have met briefly to discuss what they would like to do to raise money for 

Children in Need. They have decided that as Children in Need is linked to Strictly Come Dancing this 

year, that everyone should wear something spotty and/or sparkly to school on Friday 19th 

November. There will be a voluntary donation of £1.  

 
Information Session on How we Manage Challenging Behaviour 
In the past we have provided information sessions for parents/carers on how we deal with pupils with 
challenging behaviour at Two Village. Feedback from these sessions has always been positive as 
parents and carers have found them very informative. We would like to run this session again this 
term. Ideally, we would have liked to have held this in person but in the current climate, we will need 
to hold the meeting virtually. A Zoom link for this will be sent out with a date and time once confirmed 
to all parents/carers nearer the time. 
 

Goodbye 
We are incredibly sad to be sharing the news that Mrs Gravenor will be leaving Two Village at the end 
of next week. Mrs Gravenor has been a wonderful member of the Two Village Team and has been a 
real asset to the Early Years Team in the last year, bringing enthusiasm, fantastic filming, a love of 
nature, great gardening skills and fun to our school. She has not been with us for long but we are very 
thankful that she has been part of our team for the last two years. She will be greatly missed by us all 
and we wish her luck and happiness for the future. 
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Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 

 
Diary Dates 2021-22 

 
Date Event 

Tuesday 9th November Parent Consultations 

Thursday 11th November Parent Consultations 

Friday 19th November Children in Need – fundraising plans to be confirmed 

Thursday 2nd December Christmas Movie Night 

 


