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Friday 22nd October 2021 

 
It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the first half of the Autumn Term already. It has been a 
very busy half term, with many different events taking place and successes to celebrate. The children 
have impressed us very much, working incredibly hard, showing a positive and enthusiastic attitude 
to their learning and regularly demonstrating our Christian Values. The last couple of weeks have 
unfortunately been rather unsettled due to a number of positive cases of Covid-19 within the school 
community.We are hopeful that things will be more settled once we return to school in November, 
after the half term break and look forward to seeing everyone back in school on 1st November. We 
wish all of our children and families a funfilled and safe week away from school.  
 

Covid-19 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted the school swiftly to inform us of positive cases of Covid-
19 in the last few weeks and to everyone who has supported us in attempting to limit the spread of 
the virus by ensuring that their children are tested as required and monitored for symptoms. If your 
child tests positive after today but before Monday, please contact the school via the school office 
email address to inform us so that we can alert other parents/carers as necessary.  
Since the rise in positive cases at Two Village, we have reviewed our risk assessment and have put 
some restrictions in place again to prevent the virus spreading. These include increased cleaning of 
frequently used surfaces, virtual Collective Worship, limitations on where children can go within the 
school building, limiting mixing between classes and limiting visitors to the school. At present, we want 
to avoid staggered entries and exits but would appreciate parents/carers’ support in maintaining 
everyone’s safety by not gathering in groups on school premises and wearing masks when speaking 
to staff. 
 

Parent Consultations 
Although we had very much hoped that we would hold face-to-face parent consultation meetings this 
term, as a result of the rise in positive cases of Covid-19 in recent weeks, we do not now feel that it 
would be safe to invite parents onto the school site to meet with class teachers and wait with other 
parents/carers and children on school premises for appointments. We will therefore be holding these 
meetings virtually again this term. A letter has been sent home this week which contains a form to be 
completed to show when you would not be available for an appointment over the two 
afternoon/evenings allocated. If these forms have not already been completed and returned to 
school, please could they be returned as soon as possible so that appointments can be arranged in 
preparation for the second week after half term. You will be informed of your appointment time by 
your child’s class teacher. 
 
School Council 
Over the last few weeks, children from each class have been working on presentations that they have 
prepared in an attempt to become a School Council Representative for their class. In Years 1 to Year 
5, children who wanted to apply for this position prepared and presented presentations explaining 
why they would be a good representative and what they would do to improve the school if they were 
part of the School Council. Classes then voted for their new Representatives. This year, the Year 6 
School Council Representatives were chosen differently. An election week was held, during which Year 
6 Representatives made presentations to all of the classes and displayed posters around the school. 
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At the end of Election Week, the whole school voted, in a specially erected polling booth, for the four 
Year 6 Representatives. Congratulations to our new School Council Representatives but also to all of 
the children who applied to be on the School Council and worked so hard to prepare for this. We are 
pleased to announce our new School Council for this academic year: 
 
Year 1/2: Ivy Side and Jack Thurston 
Year 2/3: Faith Mcgarrity-Mountain and Max Tyres 
Year 4: Ben Ford and Isobel Osborne 
Year 5: Oscar Brunning and Freya Simpson 
Year 6:      Chair Yashica Joshi 
                   Vice Chair Robbie Howard 
                   Secretary Hollie Robertson 
                   Treasurer Poppy Stone 
 
Photos of voting 

    
 
Schoolmoney 
As from Monday 8th November we will be using a new payment system called Schoolmoney. We will 

no longer be able to receive any money for payment of anything in school, including school dinners, 

breakfast club or trips. An email has already been sent out with information and a parent guide. You 

will receive an email and text with your password details on Friday 5th November. 

You can also access the parent guide here: 

https://sm2.schoolmoney.co.uk/client/school_money/html/user_guides/Parent%20Guide.pdf    

 
Attendance 
As we approach the end of the first half of the Autumn Term, we would like to remind everyone how 
important it is for children to attend school regularly. We appreciate that this half term has been 
another challenging one in terms of illness and Covid-19 in particular. However, we have a number of 
children across the school who have very low attendance this half term which is a concern. At Two 
Village, our target for attendance is 96% and pupils’ attendance is carefully monitored each half term. 
This is our legal obligation to both you and to your child and is part of our commitment to your child’s 
success. If there are concerns about your child’s attendance because your child has attendance of less 
than 95%, you will receive a letter to inform you of our concerns. If your child’s attendance has fallen 
below 90%, you will receive a letter and are likely to be requested to attend a School Attendance 
Meeting to discuss reasons for your child’s poor attendance and ways in which we can work with you 
to improve their attendance. If a child misses 10 consecutive sessions (5 days) from school, the case 
will be referred to the Education Welfare Service who may issue a Penalty Notice for £120 (or £60 if 
paid within 21 days) to each parent for each child taken out of school. 

https://sm2.schoolmoney.co.uk/client/school_money/html/user_guides/Parent%20Guide.pdf
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We would also like to remind parents/carers that they must inform the office as soon as possible if 
their child is absent from school. This needs to happen on every day of a child’s absence from school. 

 
Clubs 
This week, you will have received a letter about the clubs that we will be offering after half term. Most 
clubs will start during the second week after the half term break, with the exception of Musical Theatre 
Club which will start on Monday 1st November. 
 

Skills Builder 
We have now started our work on developing listening skills in the last few weeks. We  
have now added some information about this on our website. Please see below for  
some information about ‘Listening’ and ask your child what they have been doing in  
class to find out what they have learnt.  
 
LISTENING - The receiving, retaining and processing of information or ideas. 
This skill is all about being able to listen effectively to others. Initially when developing this skill we 
focus on remembering short instructions, understanding why others are communicating and picking 
out important information. We then look at how to demonstrate we are listening effectively, thinking 
about body language, open questioning and summarising and rephrasing. 
 
Suggested activities to try at home to build the skill of Listening: 
 
For younger children 

• Read a story together. Stop as you go to talk about what might happen next. When you have 
finished, talk about what happened in the story. 

• Dance together to ‘Heads, Shoulder, Knees and Toes’. Sing the song and encourage your child 
to listen carefully and copy the actions. Alternatively, teach your child any other song and 
dance routine that you know! 

 
For older children 

• Listen to and review an audiobook or podcast. Talk or write about what was good about it and 
if you would recommend it to others. 

• Arrange a phone or video call with an older family member. Speak clearly and listen carefully 
to the other person in the conversation. 

 
For more Skills Challenges to try at home, visit: 
www.skillsbuilder.org/homelearning 
 

Vine Passport 
We have relaunched the Vine Passport this week for the new academic year. We did not get the 
opportunity to focus on this as much as we would have hoped to last year due to the pandemic but 
would love to see lots of our children aiming to complete the challenges set. Half term would be a 
great time for the children to start working on these. We look forward to seeing what can be achieved. 
 

Local Schools Board 
At Two Village, we have a Local Schools Board (LSB) for local governance. This Board serves Two Village 
and two other local Vine schools. The role of an LSB member is really important in supporting the 
strategic direction of our schools. As a member of the board, the commitment would be to attend two 
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meetings per term plus any training sessions. Meetings take place via Microsoft Teams at the moment 
due to Covid-19 restrictions. Outside of these meetings, you would be very welcome to attend as a 
guest at school events and on visits to see the schools in action. Please se the poster that you have 
received for further details or speak to us if you would like further information. If you, or anyone you 
know, is interested in registering your interest or finding out more about the role, please contact our 
Governance Lead, Tosca Boothman (tosca.boothman@dcvst.org). 
 

Communtiy Board 
We are still looking for members of our Community Board. This Board, unlike the Local Schools Board, 
is specifically for Two Village and not any other schools. We now have a representative from the 
Church on our Community Board but It would be wonderful to have some parents/carers involved. 
Being a member of the Community Board is not as involved as a governor role and would involve three 
meetings each year and some visits to special events if you are available. Please speak to Miss Herbert 
or myself or contact the school office if you would be interested in joining our Board. 
 

Squid Game 
Following on from the letter that was sent out about our concerns about Squid Game and its impact 
upon our children, please could we remind you how important it is to monitor what children are doing 
online. As explained in the letter, if you require any support with checking settings or learning more 
about online safety, please see the useful websites below or contact the school to speak to someone 
about this. 
BBC Webwise – Safety and Privacy 
CEOP’s Thinkuknow 
Internet Matters 
Net Aware – Parents review kids’ social networks, apps and games 
Minecraft – Staying safe on Minecraft 
Parent info from CEOP and Parent zone 
The internet Watch Foundation 
UK Safer Internet Centre 
UK Safer Internet Centre – Parent controls – Parental Controls offered by your home internet provider 
 

Tiny Rugby 
Tiny Rugby School is running provision over the October half term which is being funded by Essex 
County Council through Active Essex. This provision is for children who are entitled to benefits based 
free school meals and low income working families who would benefit from this extra support through 
the half term holidays. The camp will be running multi-sports games as well as enrichment activities 
such as arts and crafts and bug hunts. They will also be providing a nutritious meal for the children 
attending. An information leaflet about this has been sent out by email this week. If you have not seen 
this and require another copy, paper flyers are available at the office. 

 
Non Pupil Day 
Just a remnder that we have a non pupil day on Friday 26th November 2021. 
 

Secondary School Spaces 
The closing date for applications for a secondary school place in Year 7 from September 2022 is 31st 
October 2021. Applications can be made via the website www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 

 
 

mailto:tosca.boothman@dcvst.org
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
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Christmas Movie Night 
On Thursday 2nd December, we will be holding a Movie Night after school for the children to raise 
some much needed funds for the school. Children will be separated into bubbles for this event. More 
details will be sent out after half term but we thought that it may be useful for us to share the date of 
the Movie Night with everyone now so that you can save the date – it might be a good opportunity 
for some Christmas shopping or wrapping! 

 
Lunch Club Request 
Miss Lungley, who runs Lunch Club, is still keen to receive donations of board games and puzzles so 
that she can provide a wider variety of activities during lunchtimes. If you have any complete puzzles 
or games that you no longer need and would be happy to donate, please deliver them to the school 
office. 
 
Reading Challenge 
Please see the results from the Reading Challenge for this half term. Congratulations to Oak Class for 
being this half term’s winners. 

Week 
Commencing 

Silver Birch 
Class 

Holly  
Class 

Maple  
Class 

Willow 
Class 

Hazel   
Class 

Oak 
Class 

6/9/21  93% 60% 33% 46% 75% 

13/9/21  78% 65% 55% 46% Residential 

20/9/21  76% 94% 36% 54% 58% 

27/9/21 54% 78% 82% 64% 48% 95% 

4/10/21 54% 73% 88% 44% 54% 84% 

11/10/21  74% 82% 77% 56% 88% 

18/10/21  86% 79% 60% 45% 95% 

             

Travelling Book Fair 
Another reminder that after half term, we will be hosting the Travelling Book Fair again. The Book Fair 
will be with us from 12th November until 18th November. More details about this will be provided after 
half term. 
  

Children in Need 2021 
The new School Council have met briefly to discuss what they would like to do to raise money for 
Children in Need. They have decided that as Children in Need is linked to Strictly Come Dancing this 
year, that everyone should wear something spotty and/or sparkly to school on Friday 19th November. 
There will be a voluntary donation of £1. 

 
 

 
Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 

Diary Dates 2021-22 
 

Date Event 

Friday 5th November Bonfire Chocolate Apple Sale at breaktime 

Tuesday 9th November Parent Consultations 

Thursday 11th November Parents Consultations 

Friday 19th November Children in Need- fundraising plans to be confirmed 

Thursday 2nd December Christmas Movie Night 
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