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Friday 10th September 2021 

It has been lovely to welcome back all of our children and their families for the Autumn Term. The 

children have settled back into their routines quickly and it has been so nice to return to a little more 

normality this term. Having been able to remove the staggered arrival and departure times of the 

children and allowing parents and carers back onto the school site has made such a difference already. 

Sad News 
Over the Summer, I received some sad news about a previous headteacher of Two Village. It is with 
great sadness that I share with you that Dilys Patten sadly passed away last month at the age of 80. 
Dilys was the headteacher at Ramsey County Primary School when I started teaching there as a newly 
qualified teacher in 1999. She was the headteacher when the school amalgamated in 2000 with St 
Michael’s Infant School in Little Oakley and became Two Village Church of England Primary School. 
She took on the difficult task of running one school across two sites for several years and played a big 
part in the preparations for a move to a new school site. However, she retired before the move into 
the new building was able to take place. I know that many of you may have known Dilys or may have 
been a pupil at the school when she was the headteacher and I am sure that you too will have many 
fond memories of her. She was a formidable woman who was a true inspiration and I feel extremely 
privileged to have had the opportunity to work with her for a number of years. I know that she touched 
the lives of so many people and that she will be greatly missed by all that knew her.  
 

Mrs Sambridge 
As some of you may be aware, we have been without our caretaker Mrs Sambridge since the start of 
term. Sadly, Mrs Sambridge left Two Village during the summer break so we were unable to say 
goodbye to her properly. Mrs Sambridge first started working at Two Village in 2014 as a caretaker for 
Pinnacle who were the company that managed the school premises at the time and later became an 
employee of Two Village when the contract with Pinncale ended in December 2018. We wish Mrs 
Sambridge luck and success for the future. 
As we started the year without a caretaker, we have had to quickly put in place other arrangements 
for opening and closing gates, as well as the school building. We would like to thank everyone for their 
patience and support whilst we have been dealing with these challenges – it is much appreciated. Until 
we are able to employ a new caretaker, we will continue to rely on other staff to open gates each day. 
 

Miss Burrells 
We would like to congratulate Miss Burrells who got married last week. We wish her and her husband 
much happiness and many happy years together.  Miss Burrells’ new name is now Mrs Brundle, which 
we are all trying very hard to remember when we see her around school. 
 

Vision 
Last term, we reviewed our existing vision statement, which was written in September 2018, to make 
it slightly more positive. Thank you to all of the parents/carers and children who shared their thoughts 
on this change – these were very helpful. We are now pleased to announce that we have changed this 
to ‘Sowing the Seeds for Success – With God All Things Are Possible.’ We have talked about the new 
version with the children over the last week and a half and have discussed what this means. The 
children are getting very good at remembering the change of wording and are developing a good 
understanding of this. 



Two Village C of E Primary School 
 

Sowing the Seeds for Success – With God All Things Are Possible 

 
Respect ~ Forgiveness ~ Compassion ~ Thankfulness ~ Perseverance ~ Stewardship 

 

 

Marvellous Me 
This year, instead of using Class Dojo to communicate with parents/carers, we are moving to a new 
system of communication called Marvellous Me. The system has now been set up in school and 
everyone will soon be receiving login details so that you can access your child’s messages and learn 
what marvellous things they have been doing at school. Once Marvellous Me is completely up and 
running we will no longer be using Class Dojo to send information home or to send messages from 
classes. If you need any help getting started, please let us know. 
 

Harvest 
We are hoping that we will be able to invite parents/carers to our Harvest 
Worship this year but cannot confirm whether this will be possible until 
nearer the time. We are currently looking at whether we could hold three  
separate, smaller events in the church to make things easier. In the  
meantime, we have chosen a date for Harvest Worship (Wednesday 6th 

October) so would encourage you to make a note of this, in the hope that 
you will be able to attend. 

 
Sunflower Competition 
Congratulations to Ivy Side, from Year 2, who won our Sunflower  
Competition this year.  Her Sunflower reached an amazing 3.820 metres! 
 
 

Values Competition 
At the end of last term we launched an art competition for children to complete over the summer. 
The competition focused on our school values and involved the children producing an image/logo for 
one or more of our 6 values. I spoke to the children about this before the summer break and shared 
some ideas and examples with them. The children’s design/s can be as creative as they want it to be 
and can be created using a medium of their choice, as long as it reflects the chosen value. Entries were 
due to be completed and handed in by 13th September. However, the closing date has been extended 
to allow more children to enter and is now Wednesday 22nd September. A winning image will be 
chosen for each value and the lucky winners will take part in a special art workshop with Miss Brunning 
to create a final copy of their image, with her expert guidance. These images will then be used around 
the school and on our website, wherever our values are displayed. We can’t wait to see everyone’s 
ideas.  
 

Scarecrow Festival 
Although we had hoped to hold our Scarecrow Festival on a bigger scale this year with an open day, 
displaying all of the scarecrows, we have decided that due to continued concerns about COVID-19, it 
would be safer to hold a bigger event next year and limit contact between people this year by not 
having an event on the school grounds. Despite this, we are still inviting all of our children and their 
families to enter our competition this year as it was fabulous to see all of the wonderfully creative 
scarecrows last year.  This year’s theme for the scarecrows will be ‘TV and Film’ and entries will need 
to be completed in time to be displayed on Sunday 26th September. Scarecrows can be displayed in 
gardens in Ramsey or Little Oakley or can be brought into school to be displayed, either after school 
on Friday 24th September or on the morning of 26th September. Entry forms have been sent out and 
are available on our website, as well as from the children’s classrooms. We look forward to seeing 
more fantastic scarecrows in a couple of weeks. 
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End of Day Arrangements  
We would like to thank everyone for aiming to remain in designated spaces and remain socially 
distanced from others when on the school site at the end of the day. Please could we just ask that 
parents and carers do not stand outside classroom doors, underneath the canopies. All parents/carers 
should stand on their area of the playground while they are waiting for their children to exit the 
classroom. This will help us to maintain a distance between children and adults and will also enable 
the teachers to end the school day without any distractions. We thank you in advance for your support 
with this. 
 

Meet the Teacher Sessions 
We will be holding Meet the Teacher sessions for each class over the next few weeks. These sessions 
enable you to meet your child’s teacher and find out a bit more about what they will be doing this 
year. To keep everyone safe, we will be holding the meetings in the school hall with socially distanced 
seating and good ventilation. However, if anyone does not feel comfortable with coming into school 
or is unable to attend, we will record the session so that it can be watched at another time. Please see 
the dates table below for the dates/times of the Meet the Teacher sessions this half term. 
 

Parent Information Sessions 
We are hoping to run some parent information sessions this term, as we have in past years. These will 
start with sessions on how we teach phonics and how we teach English in each key stage. We are also 
hoping to offer some maths sessions too later in the term. Please see below for details. These sessions 
will also be held in the hall, with socially distanced seating and good ventilation. We understand that 
the dates and times may not suit everyone but we hope that some of you will be able to attend. In the 
past we have sent out surveys to see what times suit parents/carers best but there has never been 
one time that has stood out as being most convenient so we have chosen times during which the 
relevant staff can easily be released. If you are unable to attend, any important information from the 
sessions will be shared afterwards on the school website or/and by email. 

 
Reading 
We would like to remind everyone about the Reading Challenge that the children aim to achieve each 
week. Please remember to write in your child’s diary when they read at home so that, if they read at 
least 5 times during the week, they will contribute to the whole class score for the week and will have 
a chance of winning a prize in the reading raffle. 
 
We will also be sending out information soon about our new Reading Race. We have created a list of 
books for each year group which we are challenging the children to read during the year. If children 
read an agreed number of these by the end of the year, they will win the reading race and receive a 
certificate.  
 

Essex School Meals  
We have received advice from Essex School Meals that if your child is in Early Years and you have 
provided them with the following foods to eat: grapes, cherry tomatoes, olives, silverskin onions and 
other similar sized products, they should be cut in half lengthways, to avoid the possibility of choking. 

 
 

 
Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hemingwayapp.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cschooloffice.twovillage%40dcvst.org%7C645d75928c6141825f0308d9743cb04e%7C282c78034b8f4fbda3841682df47e3ad%7C1%7C0%7C637668626258470998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ow5w9Q6I2uAkYbJZcM%2FY6%2Ba9P5m4kRLgRMcn5nOcBMw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hemingwayapp.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cschooloffice.twovillage%40dcvst.org%7C645d75928c6141825f0308d9743cb04e%7C282c78034b8f4fbda3841682df47e3ad%7C1%7C0%7C637668626258470998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ow5w9Q6I2uAkYbJZcM%2FY6%2Ba9P5m4kRLgRMcn5nOcBMw%3D&reserved=0
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Diary Dates 2021-2022 

Date Event 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 Non Pupil Day 

Wednesday 15th September 2021 Holly Class Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Thursday 16th September 2021 Year 4 Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Friday 17th September 2021 Maple Class Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Monday 20th September 2021 Year 6 Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Wednesday 22nd September 2021 Early Years Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Thursday 23rd September 2021 Year 5 Meet the Teacher – 3.10 pm 

Sunday 26th September 2021 Two Village Scarecrow Festival 

Monday 27th September 2021 School Photographs 
 

Wednesday 29th September 2021 How we Teach Phonics in Early Years and Key Stage 1 
information session for parents/carers – 9.00 am 

Monday 4th October 2021 How we Teach English in Key Stage 2 information session for 
parents/carers – 2.00 pm 

Wednesday 6th October 2021 Harvest Worship 
 

Monday 11th October 2021 How we Teach English in Early Years and Key Stage 1 information 
session for parents/carers – 9.00 am 

Friday 22nd October 2021 Last day of first half term 
 

HALF TERM 
 

Monday 1st November 2021 
 

Children return to school 

W/C 8th November 2021 Parent Consultation Week 
Tuesday and Thursday 

Friday 26th November 2021 Non Pupil Day 
 

WC 6th December 2021 EY/Key Stage 1 Nativity Performances 
 

Friday 10th December 2021 Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 15th December 2021 School Christmas Dinner – Early Years and Key Stage 1 
 

Wednesday 15th December 2021 
 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Concerts 
 

Thursday 16th December 2021 
 

School Christmas Dinner - key Stage 2 

Friday 17th December 2021 Last day of the Autumn Term for pupils 
 

 

 


