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I would like to have been welcoming everyone back for the Spring Term 2021 in this first newsletter 
but sadly, we find ourselves back in the unsettling situation we were in nearly a year ago. We were all 
so pleased to have all of our children back in school last term, albeit with slightly different procedures 
and restrictions in place. However, despite new ways of working, staff adapted well and were finally  
able to teach all of their children again, while the children were able to benefit from being with their 
friends and interacting with staff. Although we had very short notice about the partial school closure 
this term, I am sure that you would agree that our staff have again worked extremely hard to prepare 
home learning and ensure that everything was ready for the first day of teaching. I would also like to 
say a huge thank you to all of our parents/carers for their continued patience and cooperation during 
a challenging two weeks. I hope we will get to see everyone again soon. 

 
Remote Learning  
Thank you to everyone who completed the survey about our remote learning provision. Based on the 
surveys received so far and the positive response to using Teams for some live sessions, we have 
decided that we will be offering a combination of live and recorded sessions moving forward. We feel 
that live teaching sessions can be extremely useful and will enable the children to interact with one 
another and their teacher each week, which will support their well being as much as their learning. 
We completely undestand that live teaching sessions will not suit everybody, all of the time, so we will 
be providing a limited number of live sessions each week initially and review this as we go. Please do 
not worry if you cannot access all of the live sessions. All of the sessions will be recorded so that 
children who have missed them can watch the recording at a more suitable time. 
 
Staff have met this week to discuss how live sessions will work and how they might use Teams to 
deliver sessions in the coming weeks. We have rearranged the in-school cover timetable to provide 
teachers with more flexibility to deliver some live sessions and they will hopefully (as long as 
technology allows) be able to provide at least one short live session next week to enable them (and 
you) to practise.  
 
We are currently generating logins for each of our children and these will be sent out to you during 
the early part of next week. We will also send out some information guides to support you in your use 
of Teams. 
 
A timetable of live sessions will be sent out for each individual class for the week beginning 25th 
January but, in the meantime, teachers will advise you of any live sessions that they might want to try 
out next week. The sessions next week will be completely optional and as well as being an opportunity 
for the staff and children to catch up with one another, they will give everyone the chance to practise 
their use of Teams. 
 
E Safety 
As children are once again working remotely at home and are likely to be using technology daily, there 
is an increased risk of online dangers. We would therefore recommend that you remind your children 
about staying safe online and monitor their use of the internet. There are lots of useful websites that 
can be used to educate both parents/carers and children. I highly recommend ‘The 2 Johns’ Facebook 
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page (EST E Safety Training) which is regularly updated with useful information about E Safety. 
Questions and concerns can also be posted here. You may also visit http://esafetytraining.org Other 
useful websites for finding out more about E Safety are listed below: 
 
Thinkuknow - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
UK Safer Internet - https://www.saferinternet.org.uk  
NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety  
Childnet - https://www.childnet.com  
CEOP for reporting concerns - https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre 
 
Online Social Apps 
Meeting and chatting with strangers online poses risks to young people who might be vulnerable to 
grooming and online (and offline) forms of sexual abuse.  Apps which facilitate this have gained a 
reputation for being potentially risky for children because of the types of technology they use and the 
types of communities that have formed around them.  Such apps are: Omegle, Tumblr, Meow Chat, 
Monkey, Chat Roulette  and Yubo – further information about these is available via Internet Matters 
– www.internetmatters.org 
 

Class Newsletters 
During the last school closure we celebrated the children’s work every fortnight in the newsletter. This 
time we have decided to do this slightly differently. Each fortnight, class newsletters will be shared 
with you to celebrate the hard work that is taking place, both inside and outside school. I look forward 
to seeing the first set of these next week. 

 
Worship 
As in the previous school closure period, we will be recording and sharing worship each week. This will 
be based on our theme for this half term which is respect. These recordings will be uploaded to Class 
Dojo. Each week, we will be inviting the children to share their thoughts or carry out a simple task 
related to what has been shared during the act of worship. Children will also be invited to write prayers 
related to this theme, throughout the half term, which can be sent to class teachers via Class Dojo.  
We would also love to hear about anything that the children have done at home to demonstrate this 
value. 

 
Reading Challenge 
We are continuing with our Reading Challenge this term. Please continue to send pictures of your 
child’s reading diary to the teachers, showing that they have read at least 5 times each week, so that 
they can record the results each week. We will be announcing the winning class in our special 
Celebration Assembly which we will share on a Monday morning each week. We look forward to 
welcoming Acorn Class to the Reading Challenge this term.  
 

Keeping in Touch 
As a school, we have a duty to ensure that all of our pupils are safe and well during this period of 

school closure, including those who are not attending school. In order to ensure that we can keep in 

touch with everyone and make sure that everyone is safe, teachers will continue to ensure that they 

have had contact will all of the children in their class each week – either through Seesaw or 

Dojo/Tapestry for Early Years. If class teachers have had no contact with a child or/and their family, 

they will try to make contact via Dojo or may phone to check in with you/your child. 

http://esafetytraining.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
https://www.childnet.com/
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In addition to this, we have also identified specific children whose parents/carers will be phoned 

weekly due to their own individual circumstances to provide an additional level of support. Parents 

and carers of children who have been identified as requiring a weekly phone call have already been 

notified of this. However, over time, we may need to review/exend this to more children. 

 

Free School Meals 
Anyone in receipt of free school meals should have received vouchers for this week and last week via 
Wonde. If you have not received these, please contact us so that we can try to find out what has 
happened for you. The National Voucher Scheme will be used moving forward and the Government’s 
chosen supplier is Edenred. Vouchers will therefore be provided by Edenred for the remainder of the 
half term. For the February half term break, vouchers will again be provided through Wonde, as this 
is already covered by the Winter Covid Grant organised by Essex County Council. 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 

 
Diary Dates 2020-21 

 
Date Event 

W/C Monday 15th February 2021 Half Term 

Monday 22nd February 2021 Children Return to School 

 


