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Wednesday 9th September 2020 

We are so pleased to see all of our children back in school with us for the Autumn Term. All of our 
staff and children are coping remarkably well with the new rules and procedures which has made 
the return to school much easier. We understand that the new way of doing things is difficult and 
not always how we would like things to be done but unfortunately any new procedures are in place 
to keep everyone safe and keep schools open. I would also like to thank all of our parents and carers 
for their support in making sure things run more smoothly during drop offs and pick ups. This has 
become much easier over the last few days. 
 

Early Years Welcome 
We would like to welcome our new Acorn Class to Two Village. The children have all settled into 
school life incredibly well and seem to be enjoying their first term of school so far. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vine Schools Trust 
As you will be aware, we officially joined the Vine Schools Trust on 1st September. As Emma 
Wigmore explained in her letter to parents last week, joining the Vine Schools Trust should not 
change life at Two Village for you or your children. We look forward to informing you of the ways in 
which we are working with the Trust and Diocese in the future. 
 

Cashless Payments 
In the next couple of months we will be providing you with information about us becoming a 
cashless school. When we become cashless, we will no longer be able to receive any money for 
payment of anything in school, including school dinners, visits or music lessons. Payments will need 
to be made in advance using an online system. Many local schools are now cashless and have 
reported that this system is much easier for school staff and parents. Please rest assured that we will 
provide plenty of warning regarding the changeover date and will inform everyone fully of how the 
system will work, as soon as we have this information. 

 
Sunflower Competition 
Thank you to everyone who entered our sunflower growing       
Competition. As it is September, we are now able to  
announce the winner. Congratulations to Maisy from Year 4 
whose sunflower measured a whopping 380 cm Maisy has  
won a book and some spring bulbs so that she can continue  
with her gardening. Well done Maisy!  
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Scarecrow Festival 
Our first ever annual Scarecrow Festival is fast approaching and will take place on Sunday 27th 
September. I know that some children and staff are already busy planning or making their 
scarecrows and each class will be starting their scarecrows next week.  Miss Brunning has also 
posted some great ideas for inspiration on Dojo. Although we have advertised the Festival to the 
public, sadly we have had very few entries from residents of Little Oakley or Ramsey. We understand 
that things are a bit unusual at the moment, which may impact upon people considering entering 
but it would be wonderful to see both villages full of scarecrows for a couple of days. If you know 
anyone who lives locally, who might like to take part, we would encourage you to please pass on the 
information about the festival. If anyone is able to support us in advertising this event further, we 
would be very grateful. We look forward to seeing lots of lovely scarecrows soon. 
 
In light of the new guidance from the Government regarding social distancing, it may not be possible 
to open the school on the Sunday, as originally planned, for the scarecrows to be viewed. However, 
the competitions will still go ahead and the scarecrows will be left in situ for a couple of days so that 
parents/carers and their children will be able to view them at some point during this time. We will 
keep you informed about this. 
 

Parking  
As posted on Dojo earlier in the week, please could anyone parking at the back of the school for 
drop offs or collections please ensure that they are parking carefully. We have had reports that 
parents/carers are parking without consideration for local residents, blocking driveways and parking 
on the grass. We appreciate that it is not ideal for more people to be using the back entrance each 
day but we need to make use of both entrances to keep everyone safe.  
 

Reading and Reading Books 
From next week we will start sending reading books home for the children. In Early Years and Key 
Stage 1 classes, children will take a small number of books home with them each Friday. These 
books will stay at home until the following Friday when they will be brought back to school and 
changed for new ones. All books will be quarantined in school for 4 days before being used again. In 
Key Stage 2, where most children tend to read longer books, they will take one or two books home 
(depending on reading ability) fortnightly. These will be sent home on a Friday and returned on a 
Friday. 
Reading records will be sent home next week but should remain at home until further notice. To 
enable the children to continue with the Reading Challenge this year and continue to promote 
reading, rather than reading records being brought in and reviewed in school, we would ask that 
parents/carers complete their child’s reading record as normal and take a photograph of this to send 
to the teacher via Dojo.  
 
Harvest Festival 
Sadly, we will be unable to hold our normal Harvest Collective Worship this year due to the current 
climate. We will, of course, still celebrate Harvest within school during class worship and lessons but 
won’t be able to meet collectively to celebrate. Although parents and carers will not be able to come 
into school and the children will not be able to worship collectively, each class has been asked to 
prepare a short Harvest Festival film for parents which will be shared with you at the end of 
September. 
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Diary Dates 
As we find ourselves in very uncertain times, it is very difficult for us to plan ahead as a school. 
Normally diary dates would have been prepared during the Summer Term and parents/carers would 
have been notified of important upcoming events. However, as we do not know if/how our normal 
calendar of events will work in the months to come, it is extremely difficult for us to provide 
information about this. 
 
At the end of the newsletter, you will see a very limited diary dates table. Within this are dates for 
Parent Consultations. As you will see, instead of having Parent Consultation evenings held in school, 
we are planning on holding these over the phone to enable everyone to speak to their child’s class 
teacher before the end of term. Nearer the time, a letter will be sent out about the telephone 
appointments and spaces will be bookable. We understand that this isn’t the same as a face-to-face 
meeting but it will enable us to hold these valuable meetings whilst keeping everyone safe. 
 
Unfortunately we cannot yet say what will happen about our usual Christmas events, such as the 
Christmas Concert or Early Years and Key Stage 1 Nativity but we will keep you informed about 
these. If necessary, rather than not holding these events at all, we will still try to be creative in 
organising them in a slightly different way and will provide recordings or live sessions for parents to 
view. 
 

Forest School 
At Two Village we are very lucky to have Mrs Watkinson, our Year 6 TA, as our new outdoor learning 
expert. She has been working incredibly hard over the last year to train as a forest school leader, 
completing huge assignments and spending weekends away from home. We are all so pleased that 
she agreed to do the training as we will now have our own Forest School trained member of staff. 
Mrs Watkinson will be starting her Forest School sessions initially with Early Years and Year 6 during 
the Autumn Term but will hopefully get to work with every class at some point during the year. We 
are all very much looking forward to seeing what the children will be doing this term and will be 
setting up a Forest School area on our school website so that everyone can see what the children 
(and staff) have been up to. 

 
Homework 
Teachers will start sending homework home from next week. This will be sent via Seesaw, or 
Tapestry for Early Years, as this seemed to work very well during the school closure period. If you 
think you will have difficulties accessing homework via Seesaw or Tapestry, or have no access to the 
internet, please contact your child’s class teacher to see how alternative homework could be 
arranged. 

 
Class Dojo  
Class Dojo has proved to be extremely valuable during the school closure period and is a fantastic 
way for the school and parents/carers to communicate. During the school closure period, with some 
staff working from home, it was easier for staff to respond to messages from parents/carers quickly 
and more frequently. However, now we have returned to school, we need to remind everyone that 
teachers should not be contacted over the weekend or late at night via Dojo. It is also important to 
remember that staff may not always be able to respond to messages during the school day as they 
may be teaching or in a meeting. Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
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Although we would normally invite parents in each term or half term to participate in some learning 
or share some learning with their children, we are unable to do this at the moment. However, 
instead, staff will endeavour to let parents and carers see what is happening in school with regular 
use of Class Dojo. If you have not yet signed up to Class Dojo, I would urge you to do this as this is so 
useful for communication between the school and parents/carers, as well as a great way for you to 
see what is happening in your child’s class.  
 

Meet the Teacher and Parent Meetings 
Normally, at this time of year, we would be holding Meet the Teacher sessions for you to attend and 
providing a number of different parent information sessions about how we teach different subjects. 
As we will be unable to hold these in school this term, we are planning on providing some filmed 
information sessions later in the term. We will let you know about these in a few weeks. 
 

TVF 
Although we are limited to what we can do in school at the moment, our TVF are still with us and are 
busy looking at ways of raising money for our school. We will keep you up-to-date with their plans 
this term and I am sure that, if any of our new parents (or anyone else) have some time to spare and 
would like to be a part of the group, the TVF would be keen to hear from you. 
 
TVF would like to thank all of the families that collected The Sun tokens to enable us to pair up with 
Chase Lane and split a collection of books between us. 

 
Worship 
Currently, we are unable to meet as a school or even key stage for collective worship. To ensure that 
children still have the opportunity to participate in collective worship, we are still holding worship 
within classrooms daily and we are trying to make this as much like our normal worship as possible. 
Sometimes this is led by the class teacher and on some days, Mrs Bennett and Miss Herbert film this 
to be shown in each classroom. Each half term, we focus on one of our school’s values during 
collective worship. This half term we are looking at perseverance. 

 
Breakfast Club 
Unfortunately, we have not yet been able to find a way of running Breakfast Club safely. We are 
working on this and will keep you informed of our progress. 

 
Clubs 
Although we cannot currently run clubs in the usual way this term, we are considering starting a 
limited number of clubs for children from the same bubble. We will send out information about this 
once we have decided what it will be possible to offer. 

 

 
 

Mrs Natasha Bennett 
Headteacher 
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Diary Dates 2020-21 

 
Date Event 

Monday 28
th

 September School Photographs 

Friday 23
rd

 October Last day of the first half of the Autumn Term 

Monday 26
th

 October  HALF TERM  

Monday 2
nd

 November  Pupils return to school 

Week Commencing 9
th

 November  Parent Consultation telephone meetings 

Friday 27
th

 November  NON PUPIL DAY 

Friday 18
th

 December Last day of the Autumn Term for pupils 

Monday 4
th

 January  NON PUPIL DAY 

Tuesday 5
th

 January Children return to school 

 


